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 'rhe matter has often been investigated at Kew, and the accompanying
 documents are now published for general information.

 Watt's Dictionary of the Economic Products of India (vwl. i., pp. 522-528) may be consulted advantageously on the subject.

 Prof. FERDINAND COHN to ROYAL GARDENS, K1Cw.

 Pflanzenphysiologisches Institut der Kgl.
 Universitfit, Breslau,

 DsAR SIR, January 30, 1894.
 CAN you give me some information, to whi'h species belong the

 seeds which come into commerce from East India, for the purpose of
 extracting oil in our European manufactories, under the name of Indian
 Colza (Indischer Raps)? The seeds are different from our common
 Brassica Napus; they seem to be produced by several species or
 varieties of Crucifera, their testa being gray, red, or yellow. I beg to
 send specimens of three samples (Cawnpore, Guzerat, and Ferozepore).
 The manufactories of Breslau buy annually many millions of kilos of
 Indian " Rape " for the extraction of oil; our farmers assert the cakes
 to be injurious to cattle, and to contain mustard seeds; hence law-suits.
 I suppose I may get from the collections of your Museum authentic
 information, and perhaps also little specimens of the well-defined species
 of seeds.

 Believe, me, &c.
 (Signed) PROF. FERDINAND COHN.

 EXTRACT from Kew Report for 1877, p. 34.

 Guzerat Rape.-Inquiry has been made both in England and in
 Germany with regard to a rape seed imported into the English market
 from Bombay under this name, and which Dr. Wittmack, of the Berlin
 Agricultural Museum, has identified as the seed of Brassica (Sinapis)
 glauca, Roxb. Tnis species is undoubtedly merely a local variety of
 the common rape, and must be referred, therefore, as is done in the
 Flora of British India, vol. i., p. 166, to Brassica campestris, Linn. At
 first sight the seed as imported resembles a mixture of ordinary rape
 with white mustard, and it has even been taken to be this. The careful
 examination of Dr. Wittmack, however, shows conclusively that the
 structural characters of the seeds are those of rape and not of white
 mustard, and there is reason to suppose that the white as well as the
 dark seeds are all the produce of the same plant (Sitz. d. Gesellscih.
 Naturf. Fr., January 16, 1877). Guzerat rape seed has been crushed
 at Danzig, and is found to yield 3"5 per cent. more oil than rape; the
 cake also yields 10 per cent. fatty matter and 34 per cent. albuminoids,
 both being in excess of the amounts yielded by ordinary rape. Dr.
 Wittmack, however, remarks, that as the seed has a dietinct flavour of
 mustard, the cake may not be very suitable for cattle feeding.

 CCCLXVII.--AGRICULTURE IN BRITISH
 HONDURAS.

 An account of the resources of British Honduras was printed in the
 New Bulletin for November last (1893, pp. 326-329). In the Annual
 Report for the year 1892 (Colonial Office Reports, Annual, No. 94,
 1893), the Administrator gives a further interesting note on the
 agricultural condition of the Colony. The singularly undeveloped con-
 dition of this British possession in Central America, first settled as long
 U 80137. B
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 ago as 1662, is shown by the fact that out of five million acres, the total
 estimated area, there are only forty thousand acres returned as under
 cultivation at the close of 1892. There is apparently considerable
 depression in regard to logwood and mahogany, which have hitherto
 been the chief articles of export. Up to the present time the Colony
 has mainly depended for its existence upon the cutting of these valuable
 native timbers. The one cheering fact in the agricultural condition of
 British Honduras at the present time, is the gradual and steady develop-
 ment which has taken place during the last few years in the fruit trade.
 In order of importance the value of the vegetable products of the
 Colony exported during 1892 is as follows :--Logwood, $616,838;
 mahogany, $389,855; bananas, $212,882; plantains, $12,191; rubber,
 $7,450; and West India cedar (Cedrela), $2,610. The fruit exports,
 including cocoanuts, are now almost two-thirds of those of mahogany.
 There is every indication that with due encouragement these are
 destined, as -in Jamaica, to occupy a very prominent position in the
 future. Moreover, the cultivation of fruit, especially bananas, leads to
 the permanent establishment of the land in coffee, cacao, spices, and
 other tropical staples.

 Agricultural tatistics.
 The estimated acreage of the Colony is 4,839,408 acres, of which

 45,000 are returned as being under cultivation, and 4,165,000 as being
 uncultivated. The estimated acreage of mahogany and logwood works
 is 3,065,000 acres. All town and suburban lands belonging to the
 Crown have to be sold by public auction at an upset price fixed by the
 Governor in Council, which generally ranges from $1 an acre upwards,
 and cannot be sold privately; whilst leases of Crown land are also
 granted by the Governor in Council at rates varying from 25 cents an
 acre per annum, subject to such conditions as the circumstances of each
 application may seem to require. In order to encourage immigration
 and develop the resources of the Colony, the Governor in Council is
 empowered by law to issue free grants of rural lands to persons who
 may desire to settle in the Colony, in lots not exceeding 20 acres for
 each adult above 18 years of age, and 10 acres for each person under
 that age, subject to such conditions as to improvements or residence as
 may be imposed.

 It is estimated that about 3,075,984 acres of land in the Colony have
 been granted, and that about 1,763,424 acres remain ungranted.

 The principal products of the Colony, in addition to mahogany and
 logwood, are sugar, bananas, rum, Indian corn, coffee, rice, and
 cocoanuts.

 The following table gives the [approximate] quantity produced from
 1889 to 1892. The returns of bananas and cocoanuts are given for the
 first time in 1892 :-

 Sugar.* Bananas. Rum. Indian Coffee. Rice. Cooanuts.

 Proof
 Lbs. Bunches. gallons. Bushels. Lbs. Bushels. No.

 1889 2,390,900 not given 67,966 100,451 931 1,718 not given

 1890 - 2,094,536 not given 78,191 137,806 632 1,316 not given

 1891 - 1,655,664 not given 52,757 105,840 87 963 not given

 1892 1,953,762 260,000 68,146 87,640 20,000 6251 2,860,000

 * In 1889 and 1890 the heading is "sugar and concrete."
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